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Senior        Squadron          
Squadron       Class            Overall      Track Select

37th (09-14) 5.00 days     -1.12 days       Mar. 10

41st (09-15)  -2.26 days     -4.54 days       Apr. 2

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron        Class           Overall        Graduation
48th (09-06)    3.49 days   -0.50 days      Mar. 13
50th (09-06)   -0.25 days     0.81 days      Mar. 13

PH A S E II PH A S E III

Graduation speaker: The graduation speaker is Brig. Gen.Scott Hanson, deputy director, legislative liaison, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force.

Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 430 451 12,079
T-1 146 155 4,587
T-38 131 134 3,343
IFF 42 43 1,254

IFF
Senior      Squadron    

Squadron      Class         Overall    Graduation
49th (09-EB) 6.00 days    1.10 days       Mar. 13

Weather

News Briefs

NEWS 4
The 14th SFS

mourns the loss of an
Airman.

Inside

Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

Over 100 Air Education and Training Command senior
leaders met this week here as part of the AETC comman-
der’s and command chief’s conference.

The conference, which started Monday and lasted until
today, is held twice a year to help senior leaders discuss cur-
rent issues within the command and to study leadership.  

“It’s traditional to get commanders and their chiefs

Today
High: 76, Low: 54

Mostly sunny

Saturday
High: 76, Low: 56

Mostly sunny

Sunday
High: 75, Low: 57
Chance of showers

Monday
High: 72, Low: 58
Thunderstorms likely

U.S. Air Force photo/Melissa Duncan
Col. Roger Watkins, 14th Flying Training Wing commander, greets Gen. Stephen Lorenz, Air Education and Training
Commander, as he disembarks from a C-17 Globemaster March 2. The general was here as part of the AETC
Commander’s and Command Chief’s Conference, which was held March 2-6. Over 100 senior leaders attended
the conference.

CAFB hosts AETC commanders
and command chiefs conference

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

ALS Reveille/Retreat
The latest Airman Leadership School class will

be holding a class reveille ceremony on Tuesday at
6:30 a.m. in Smith Plaza. They will also be hold-
ing a retreat ceremony on Thursday at 4:30 p.m.
in Smith Plaza.

Class 09-14 Track Select
Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class

09-14 will hold their Track Select on Tuesday at 5
p.m. in the Columbus Club.

Daylight Savings Time
Daylight Savings time begins Sunday.

Annual Awards Banquet
The Annual Awards Banquet will be March 11

at 6 p.m. Eighth Chief Master Sergeant of the Air
Force, Chief Master Sgt. Sam E. Parish will be the
guest speaker.

See AETC, Page 8

Call (662) 418-9274 or 
visit our website at 

www.foxruncolumbus.com
Email: igetallmymail@aol.com

FOX RUN APARTMENTS
Large 1 Bedroom (Reg. $625)Large 1 Bedroom (Reg. $625)

NOW! $425 Per MonthNOW! $425 Per Month
(With Military Discount)(With Military Discount)
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SPECIAL

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

Beautifully Remodeled in 2008
Flexible Leases for Military

Great Location (Near K-Mart & Hospital)
Quiet Atmosphere

All Appliances Included
No Deposit for Military
State-Of-The-Art Gym

� e Landings
at Columbus
“Proudly Serving Our Active Duty Service Members”

• 3, 4 & 5
 Bedroom Homes

• Private Homes
 and Lawns

• Walk to Work

• Close to 
   the BX

• Access to:
 -Bowling Alley
 -Swimming 
    Pool
 -Playground

• Homes Available Now

www.columbus.pinnaclefamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:

Kansas City Barbeque Society
Magnolia State Barbeque Championship & Food Fair

Grilling on the River
           along the Riverwalk

March 20-21, 2009
at Ruben’s Fish & Steak House • Columbus, MS

Sign Up At The Food Giant Meat Dept.
For more info contact Harvey Myrick at 328-6850

grilling@bellsouth.net • website: grillingontheriver.8m.net©
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AMATEUR DIVISION will cook & enter chicken & pork ribs
“Blind Judging” Entry Fee $125; after March 1st $150
All amateur teams will be provided with 8 chicken thighs, 2 racks of baby back ribs and 2 bags or charcoal

Towne Square Ctr. • Columbus • 327-6348 • www.fi tnessfactor.net

LOOKING FOR A GREAT GYM? 
TRY THE FINEST IN COLUMBUS!

• Top of the line equipment
• Personal training
• Cycle, Yoga, Pilates and other fitness 
classes

• Babysitting available

10% off for military
try a free 3 day guest pass

3200 Bluecutt Road
Columbus, Mississippi 

662-328-5992

First Presbyterian
Church (USA)

Where All
Are Welcome

Sunday
9:45 a.m. Church School All Ages

11:00 a.m. Worship
Sunday Evenings

Youth Programs

Nursery Provided All Services

Presbyterian Child
Development Program

327-9944
Tuesday-Friday Mornings

8:30-11:30 a.m.

SUNDAY
Bible Study (All Ages) ......... 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............. 10:30AM

Children’s Handbells ........... 4:30PM

Adult Bible Study ................ 5:00PM

Youth Praise Choir
Pre-School Choir

Children’s Graded Choir
Evening Worship ................ 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
AWANA .............................. 6:00PM
Prayer Service & Adult Bible Study.... 6:30PM

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal....... 7:30PM

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

       



Upcoming events highlight spring activities for families
Club membership drive

The Columbus Club is conducting a club
membership drive and current members
have an opportunity to earn extra entries
into the drawing for a $500 Visa gift card or
two $100 Visa gift cards.  The drawing will
be held April 16 at 6 p.m. at the club’s Spirit
Night. For more information about the club
and membership benefits, contact the mar-
keting office at 434- 2337.

Spring Fling egg hunt
This annual program is scheduled from

9:30 a.m. to noon April 4 at Freedom Park.
Volunteers are needed to help with this pro-
gram. The egg hunt is open to youth, ages 1
to 12. Carnival games, activities, demonstra-
tions and more will be available. For more
information call 434- 2504.

White water rafting trip
The outdoor adventure program offers

this trip May 29-31 but the deadline to reg-
ister is April 15 at Outdoor Recreation. Cost
is $160 per person and includes transporta-
tion, chalet lodging and meals on Saturday
and rafting the middle river on the Ocoee.
For more information, call 434-7861.

Bowling center spring break
special

Bowl for 50 cents a game during Spring
Break, March 16 to 20. Times available
are all day Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday and from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday. Special is available to
ages 18 and younger. For more informa-
tion call 434- 3577.

Spring Break day camp
The youth center offers a day camp from

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. during Spring Break, March
16 to 20. Program is open to Kindergarten
through sixth graders. Activities include
skating, bowling, field trips, crafts, games
and more. Register by March 6 at the youth
center. Cost is based on total family income.
Limited spaces are available. For more infor-
mation call 434- 2504.

Summer day camp
registration

The youth center’s school age program
begins registration for the summer day camp
for school age children April 6. A $10
deposit is required for each week to hold a
space for your child. Cost is based on total
family incom and all meals, entrance fees,
supplies, etc. are included in the cost. There
are limited spaces available. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2504.

Instructors needed for youth
mini-camps

The youth center is seeking instructors
for mini camps for the summer. If you have a
talent you would like to share with base

youth, contact the youth center by April 15.
Camps may be three to five days in length.
Instructors may charge a fee or provide camp
for free. Camp registration will begin April
28 at the youth center. For more informa-
tion, call 434-2504.

Play in the Air Force March
Madness program

Pick up a game piece at the bowling cen-
ter, Columbus Club or golf course. Go online
to www.airforcemarchmadness.com and find
out how to play. Grand prize is a trip for four
to the 2010 Final Four Game which includes
air, hotel, rental car, game tickets and $1,000
in spending money - a $6,000 value. Second
place wins $5,000, third place wins $2,500,
fourth place wins $1,000 and fifth through
ninth place  finishers in the bracket contest
receive an indoor arcade style basketball
shooting game system.  Participants must be
an eligible user of nonappropriated fund
facilities and 18 years or older at the time of
entry. Only one game piece per person per
visit are authorized and no purchase is nec-
essary. To enter, register on-line using the
code on the game piece to create your tour-
nament bracket. You may register your on-
line ID at that time however, brackets can-
not be filled in until the games are
announced on March 15, 2009. You have
until the published tip-off time of the first
2009 tournament game March 19, 2009 to
complete and/or make revisions to your
game bracket(s). The exact deadline will be
posted on the website when it is officially
announced. When filling out brackets you
will be asked to guess what you believe the
final score of the championship game will be
- this is the “Tiebreaker Question”.  All
entry information, game brackets and
answers to the tiebreaker question must be
received by the close of the registration peri-
od. For more information, call 434-2337.

Disney summer trip
The information, ticket and travel office

offers a trip to Disney World in Orlando,
Fla., July 19 to 25. The bus tour price per
seat is $147 per person round trip and
includes shuttle to and from Disney World
for five days. The hotel is the Holiday Inn
SunSpree Resort in Lake Buena Vista and
each room has two queen beds and will sleep
four to six people. Price for the week per
family is $675.  The military member
receives a free five day hopper with water
park pass while each companion ticket up to
60 percent off.  There are only 30 seats avail-
able on the bus. A layaway plan is available.
For more information, call 434-2507.

Monte Carlo night
The Columbus Club is offering this pro-

gram starting at 6 p.m. March 21. Cost is $10
for club members and $20 for nonmembers.
Purchase tickets or make reservations at the
Columbus Club by March 17. Free hors
d’oeuvres will be available from 6 to 7 p.m.

compliments of the Landings at Columbus.
Cost includes $500 in chips and re-buys are
$10 each. Over $1,000 in prizes to bid on.
For more information, call 434-2490.

Paintball grand opening
The paintball field grand opening will be

at 9 a.m. March 14. More to follow. For more
information, call 434- 2507.

White water rafting trip
The outdoor adventure program is offer-

ing a white-water rafting trip May 29-31.
The deadline to register is March 13 at
Outdoor Recreation. Cost is $160 per person
and includes transportation and meals on
Saturday and rafting the middle river on the
Ocoee. For more information, call 434-7861. 

St. Patrick’s Day pub crawl
The Columbus Club is offering this pro-

gram starting at 6 p.m. March 21. Cost is $10
for club members and $20 for nonmembers.
Purchase tickets or make reservations at the
Columbus Club by March 17. Free hors
d’oeuvres will be available from 6 to 7 p.m.
compliments of the Landings at Columbus.
Cost includes $500 in chips and re-buys are
$10 each. Over $1,000 in prizes to bid on.
For more information call 434- 2490.

Memphis in May
The information, ticket and travel office

will offer a Memphis in May trip May 16-7.
Cost is $150 per person, double occupancy,
$135 per person with three to a room or
$125 per person with 4 to a room. Cost
includes transportation, lodging with break-
fast included and entry both days. Departing
at 8 a.m. Saturday and returning at 9 p.m.
Sunday. Must have at least 16 registered by
May 2 to offer.

Base Level Photography
Contest

The youth center offers this program to
youth, ages 6 to 18 with judging and display
of photographs from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday.
Competition will be in four age groups with
categories of competition in color process,
black and white, alternative process, digital
and photo essay.  Photographs must have
been taken in the last year.  Winning photos
compete in regional competition. For more
information call 434- 2504.

St. Patrick’s Day Dance
The youth center offers this event for

ages 13 to 18 from 7 to 10 p.m. March 14.
Cost is $1 for youth center members and $3
for nonmembers. For more information call
434- 2504. 

Youth Lock-In
Youth ages 9 to 12 are invited to partici-

pate in the youth lock-in scheduled from 9
a.m. March 13 until 7 a.m. March 14. Cost
is $10 per person. Must have at least 15 reg-

istered by March 10 to offer.  For more infor-
mation, call 434-2504. 

AF Teen Aviation Camp
The deadline is March 13 to turn in an

application to the youth center for this
camp. Camp dates are May 30 to June 4 at
the USAFA in Colorado Springs, Co.
Program is open to high school students
entering their sophomore or junior year in
the fall of 2009. Applications are available at
the Youth Center. Teens who participated in
the 2008 camp are not eligible to apply. For
more information, call 434-2504.

Adult and youth crafts
classes

The arts and crafts center offers classes for
youth and adult every Thursday at 10:30
a.m., 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. A display of
class projects is available in the lobby.
Upcoming classes include making a tissue
paper rainbow, a bug catcher, butterfly wind
chimes, a shamrock necklace, a decorative
Spring fence with flower pots, an Easter egg
ornament and an Easter Bunny door wreath.
Kids crafts classes are $5 each and adult
classes range from $10 to $20 depending on
the class.  The kids crafts can be purchased
“to go” for just $3.  Parents provide the glue,
markers and scissors.  For more information,
call Ext. 7836.
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Blaze Lunch
Bunch 

at the Columbus Club
Every Wednesday During Lunch

All plates come with one meat, 
two sides, roll or hushpuppies, 

tea or water
$6.25 for club members 
$7.25 for nonmembers

This week’s menu:
Meat choices:

Fried Chicken, Meat Loaf &
Sliced Ham

Sides:
Macaroni & Cheese, Mashed Potatoes

& Gravy, Turnip Greens, Brussel
Sprouts & a Side Salad

For More Information, Call Ext. 2490

Lunch Bunch Special - $6.95
Cup of Soup served with Sliced Roast

Beef and Swiss Cheese on Toasted
Ciabatta Bread

Desserts:
$2.95 each 

Strawberry Cheesecake
Apple Pie Ala Mode
Turtle Cheesecake

Motorcycle spring
spike focus

Spring is nearly upon us. The birds are returning north, flowers are beginning to
blossom, and motorcyclists are pulling their motorcycles out of the garage after a
long winter’s nap.

The Air Force Safety Center conducted a study of motorcycle mishaps from
FY06-08 and determined motorcycle fatal mishaps doubled in the spring over the
winter season numbers. With this in mind, the Air Force Safety Center is conduct-
ing a “Spring Spike Focus” for all motorcyclists and their leadership. March 1st
begins the “Spring Spike Focus” on motorcycle mishaps. Past fatal spring motorcy-
cle mishaps indicate:

• The average fatal motorcycle mishap involved
a male Airman between the

ranks of A1C to SSgt with an average age of 28.
• Mishaps primarily occurred during the day,

while operating a sport bike and speeding.
• Another significant factor was limited experi-

ence due to no training or license, or training and
licensing for less than a year.

Riders can protect themselves by:
• Preparing yourself for getting back on the

motorcycle; know that your skills aren’t what they
were when you put the bike in storage.

• Preparing your bike; preflight your equipment
like you do on duty.

• Preparing your personal safety equipment; make sure you are protected against
the unexpected.

• Realizing that car drivers are not used to seeing you—they will see you late or
not at all.

Commanders, supervisors, and wingmen can help prepare riders by:
• Asking riders if they have pre-checked themselves and their bike.
• Talking to them about the hazards of the road.
• Helping inexperienced riders prepare for the season.
We can reduce motorcycle mishaps through concerted efforts of motorcyclists,

unit motorcycle monitors, supervisors, first sergeants, and commanders. Enjoy the
ride, but make sure you and your bike are up for the new riding season.

Lt. Col. Peter Ridilla
14th Civil Engineer Squadron com-

mander

Have you ever looked around the base,
your group, squadron, flight or element and
saw something that just wasn’t right?  

For example, you walk outside and see
cigarette butts all over the ground, or you
see an Airman that needed a haircut for the
last week or someone doesn’t render the
proper customs and courtesies, or the tech-
nical orders aren’t completely being fol-
lowed, or personnel aren’t using the proper
personnel protective equipment or the
shop is dirty and disorganized … this list
can go on and on.  

After seeing these things, did you won-
der how these things were allowed to hap-
pen or how we ever got to the point where
these things became routine or even
acceptable?  I know I have seen many of
these things and have often wondered how
we allowed things to get to this point.  Did
someone in charge actually say, “go ahead
don’t worry about following that technical
order?”

In extremely rare circumstances, that
conversation may have happened. But I
think in most cases explicit permission was
never given to not do the right thing.
Somehow we arrived at a time where the
things mentioned above were and are
allowed to take place.  So what happened
to allow these things to degenerate?  

The answer is nothing.  Nothing hap-
pened!   

The person threw the cigarette on the
ground and three people witnessed the
event but those people did nothing about
it.  The Airmen that needed a haircut

walked by fellow Airmen, officers and
NCOs and these peers and superiors did
nothing about it. These examples of doing
nothing are endless and we have many
excuses for doing nothing.  

What many people do not understand is
that by doing nothing they are actually
implying that the inappropriate behavior is
acceptable. Overtime that behavior
becomes the norm instead of the excep-
tion.   

My charge to you is stop doing nothing.
Take a stand and confront the problems
you have control over.  Ask the person to
pick up the cigarette butt, tell the Airman
to get a haircut or stop the person who did-
n’t render the proper customs and courte-
sies. 

If you don’t have control over some-
thing that is wrong, tell the person that
does have the control.  As the 14th Civil
Engineer Squadron commander, I’ve told
many people, “I can’t fix it if I don’t know
that it’s broke.”  

Call in that broken window, leaking
faucet, the door that doesn’t close properly
and it will get fixed.  Stop doing nothing
and you will be surprised at what happens.  

Over time, if we all stop doing nothing
the negative behaviors will stop and the
right behaviors will start, take root and
grow.  

In a nutshell, resolve to do something. I
guarantee if you continue to do something,
you will make your community, base, group,
squadron, flight and/or element better than
you found it.  

I can just about guarantee that if you
choose to do nothing you will not be mak-
ing it better.   Instead, choose to do some-
thing, live life every day and have a goal to
make it better than you found it.  

Make it Better
than You Found It

Play it smart.
Know your
skill level
and ride
within it.

(800) 446-9227
www.msf-usa.org

We are all recruiters
Each Air Force member is an
“ambassador in blue.” Each

person can make a difference in
someone else’s decision to join

the Air Force. 

q Get involved in youth pro-
grams, whether in high schools or
through church and community
organizations. Be a role model in
your community.

qTake advantage of the Recruiter
Assistance Program. Each member
of the Air Force is authorized a per-
missive TDY home for up to 12 days
to perform recruiting duties with the
local recruiter.
q Talk with others about what the

Air Force has done for you and the
successes you’ve had because you
joined.
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662-328-2600
2315 Highway 45 North

Columbus, MS 39705
Across from K-Mart, next to Mike’s Liquor & Winer & Wine

Living Room SetsLiving Room Sets

42” TV42” TV

Washer/Dryer SetsWasher/Dryer Sets

We DoWe Do 

Allotments
Allotments

$$325325MonthlyMonthly

Mention This Ad For Special Offers!Mention This Ad For Special Offers!
Furnish Your Whole ApartmentFurnish Your Whole Apartment!!

Starting at onlyStarting at only

includes Queen Bedroom Suite, Living Room Suite, e,

Attention
  Advertisers!

To schedule your 
Silver Wings advertising

contact your 
Commercial Dispatch

advertising representative.

Beth, Celsie, Mandy
Samantha or Steven

If you need an advertising 
representative please call us today!

662-328-2427

TO W N E  S Q UA R E  C T R .  •  C O L U M B U S  •  2 4 1 - 1 9 4 1
www.kudozcoffeeshop.com

ARE YOU MISSING GREAT SPECIALTY
COFFEES AND ESPRESSO DRINKS?

We have it in Columbus!
• Top quality, freshly roasted specialty coffees
• Tasty lattes and other espresso drinks
• Frozen coffee drinks & fruit smoothies

Celebrate Military March---show your 
ID and get 10% off your drink

FASHION APPAREL
1540 Gardner Blvd. • Columbus • 327-3146

Open Friday • Saturday • Sunday
10am-6pm 10am-3pm 1pm-5pm

We Accept Visa, 
MasterCard & Discover

77%
OFF
Retail

Children’s Spring & 
Summer Clothing
& Shoes
Brands such as: Vitamins, 
Lipstick, Polo, Little Me, 
Biscotti, Tea, and many 
more...

Ladies Clothing 
& Shoes
Brands such as:  Bentley A, 
Cyrus, Elliott Lauren, Russ 
Berens, Patagonia, David 
Brooks, Sharon Young and 
many more...

All Men’s Clothing

©
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STOREWIDE!!!

RESTOCKING DAILY!

KNIGHT’S APARTMENTS
(Located minutes from CAFB on Mike Parra Road)
2 BEDROOMS • 2 BATHS

All Electric • Water • Septic  
Garbage Bins • Furnished

$475/monthly • Credit Check / No Pets
Shown by Appointment Only

Call 434-6062 © Commercial Dispatch

Share the power of a wish
wish.org

A CFC participant. Provided as a public service.

®

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

The Rt. Rev. D. Presley Hutchens, Bishop Ordinary
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-386-8481 or 662-324-0717
The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon • Muse Davis Sr., Warden

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP
CINEMA 8

BIRTHDAY PARTIES -ONLINE TICKETING
w No Passes

X�WATCHMEN R

4:05 • 7:30 • Sat Mat 12:40

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE R

4:05 • 7:15 • 9:50 • Sat Mat 1:05
X JONAS BROTHERS:

3-D CONCERT EXPERIENCE G

4:45 • 7:00 • 9:00 • Sat Mat 12:45 • 2:45

MADEA GOES TO JAIL PG-13

4:00 • 5:00 • 6:50 • 7:30 • 9:20 • 10:00
Sat Mat 12:10 • 1:10 • 2:35

FIRED UP PG-13

4:20 • 7:10 • 9:30 • Sat Mat 1:30 

FRIDAY THE 13TH R

5:05 • 7:35 • 9:45 • Sat Mat 12:25 • 2:40 

TAKEN PG-13

4:55 • 7:20 • 9:35 • Sat Mat 12:30 • 2:40

STADIUM SEATING

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's
Columbus, MS   malco.com   240-0000

Caledonia United
Pentecostal Church

5850 Cal-Kolola Rd.
Caledonia • 662-356-0202

A Place Where 
Good Things Happen!
Sunday Worship: 10am & 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Rev. Grant Mitchell, Pastor

Have more fun because it’s aCOSTUME PARTY!Mardi Gras, B-Days, School Events, Proms, Parades
NEARLY NU

Starkville • Cotton Crossing Shopping Center
10a-7p Daily including Sunday • 341-9771
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1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org
a CFC participant  

Provided as a public service.

®

Fellowship 
of Christian
Athletes

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 & 11:00 AM 

Artz Fellowship Hall
Sunday School

9:45 AM
Sunday Evenings

4:30 PM Vespers & Communion
5:00 PM Children,Youth

& Adult Programs

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

  



Education Counseling Hours
Education counseling (CCAF,

Bachelor’s/Master’s programs, Tuition
Assistance, etc.) is now available Mondays
and Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. by
appointment only.  Please contact Edward
Hodge at 434-2562 to schedule.

Civilian Call date change
This months Civilian Call has been

moved from March 20 to March 31 at 2 p.m.

Magnet School
Lotteries soon

This fall, the Columbus Municipal
School District will begin the second year of
magnet schools; and as in last year, in order
to be assigned to the theme of choice, par-
ents and students must enter the lottery.
School choice forms are available via sever-
al methods; they will be sent home with
current CMSD students, at the CMSD
Central Services Office on McArthur
Drive, or at the CAFB School Liaison
Office located in building 730, room 202A.
CMSD officials urge parents to get their
children signed up for the lottery early to
ensure their children are placed in their first
choice.  In the past, upwards of 97 percent
of students receive their first choice.  The
deadline for submitting lottery applications
is March 27,at 4 p.m.  The lottery for the
2009-10 school year will be conducted on
April 17th. Additional information is avail-
able on the CMSD Website at www.colum-
buscityschools.org or you may contact the
CAFB School Liaison at 434-2792.

Tax Services
H&R Block will be providing tax

preparation services through April 15,
2009. They will be located in the
Columbus AFB Exchange Please call Tom
Darnell at 434-0070 for more information
or to set up an appointment as hours will
vary.

DRMO
Authorized personnel may retrieve prop-

erty that is marked for DRMO Facilities only
if they are still physically located in Base
Supply. For more information, call 434-7233
to review the property or call Stock Control
Section at 434-7179 or 434-7198. To check
for authorization and Demand Processing
Section, call 434-7178 to order the property.
All other DRMO processing is done via the
Web at www.drms.dla.mil.

Zero Overpricing Program-
Incentive Awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should
be working. All personnel are encouraged
to participate, and will be rewarded for any
tangible savings resulting from their price
challenge. Monetary awards will be given
in accordance with AFI 38-401, The Air

Force Innovative Development Employee
Awareness Program. Advice and guidance
are available by calling the Customer
Service element of Base Supply, located in
Building 158, at 434-7178.

Contemporary Movie
Showings

Join us at the Columbus AFB Chapel
the last Thursday of each month from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. for fun, food and fellowship,
as we watch a contemporary movie, have
dinner and discuss what God has planned
for us.  Please call the chapel at 434-2500 to
sign-up. There is no fee for this class.
There is no childcare available. 

Schedule as follows:
Little Women: March 20
Sense and Sensibility: April 30

DRMO AS A SOURCE OF
SUPPLY 

Interested, authorized personnel may
retrieve property that is marked for
DRMO Facilities only if they are still
physically located in Base Supply.  The
POC’s for this process are the Inspection
Section at 434-7233 to review the proper-
ty, Stock Control Section at 434-7179 or
434-7198 to check for authorization and
Demand Processing Section at 434-7178
to order the property.  All other DRMO
processing is done via the Web at:
www.drms.dla.mil.

Weight Loss with Wisdom
It's time to make that New Year’s resolu-

tion to get those unwanted pounds off for
good, but who wants to do it alone?  Please
join us at the Chapel each Thursday 4:30
p.m. for advise, instruction and prayer for
our goals.  Lose a little weight with some
friends. For more information, please call
the Chapel office at 434-2500.

Supply Customer
If you are looking for that special piece

of equipment or furniture for your office,
your point of contact is the Inspection
Section of Base Supply. Inspection main-
tains the Last Look Area, which has used
equipment and furniture turned in from
other organizations that no longer have a
need for the items. All items in the Last
Look Area are available without charge to
your organization. For more information,
you can contact the Inspection Section at
434-7233 or 434-7234.

Attention All Deployers
The 14th Communications Squadron

has a new system which allows you to
place “free” telephone calls back home
from your deployed location via DSN.
You can call every day or once a week;
whichever you prefer (allotted time is 3.5
hours a week).  Pin numbers are required
and can be picked up along with instruc-
tions from the Telephone Systems office
located in Building 900, Room 9.  Please
call 434-2020 for additional information. 

Do you have a supply
problem?

Do you have a supply problem? Do you
need a status on an tiem you ordered? Did
you receive the wrong part? The Customer
Service Element is the single point of con-
tact requiring assistance on supply related
matters. For assistance, you may contact
customer service at 434-7178.

Gas Mask Fit Test
Gas Mask Fit Testing will now be by

appointment only. Appointments will be
taken Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Exceptions to appointment times
will be made for deployers only. For more
information, call Bioenvironmental
Engineering at 434-2286 or 434-2226.

Thrift Shop 
The Thrift Shop is open for consign-

ments of household goods, appliances that
are in good working order, furniture and
electronics. Please, no computer equip-
ment. Clothing is accepted as donation
items only.

The Thrift Shop is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Consignments are taken up until noon.

Smooth Move Briefing
The next Smooth Move Briefing will be

March 17 from 2 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. Learn 
what to expect from TMO, Housing,

Military Pay, Legal, Billeting, Tri-Care,
Medical Records and the Airman and
Family Readiness Center during your move.
Advance registration required. Must regis-
ter no later than 10 a.m. the day of the
workshop. To register call 434-2790.

Pre-Deployment Brief 
There is a mandatory briefing for active

duty personnel who are deploying or going
on a remote tour. The brief is held every
work day at 9:30 a.m. Spouses are welcome
to attend.

Wing Newcomer’s
Orientation

The Wing Newcomer’s Orientation will
be held Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for
newly arrived active duty members and
civilians. 

Job Skills Identification
Workshop

The Job Skills Identification Workshop
will  be  held  Wednesday  from  10  a.m.  to

11 p.m. at the AFRC. Workshop assists
individuals to identify their job skills and
match skills to an employer. Call 434- 2790
for more information.

Lunch and Learn
The next Lunch and Learn will be held

on March 13 and will focus on anger man-
agement in children. Bring your lunch,
event starts at 11 a.m. and ends at 12 p.m.

Post-Deployment Brief 
This mandatory briefing is for active

duty personnel who are returning from
deployment or a remote tour are held daily
at 1:30 p.m. at the A&FRC. For more
information, call 434-2790.

Pre-separation Counseling 
This mandatory briefing for personnel

separating or retiring to be completed at
least 90 days prior to separation  is held
daily at 8:30 a.m. May complete up to 12
months prior to separation or retirement.
This briefing takes approximately 30 min-
utes. For more information, call 434-2839
or 434-2790.

Budgeting Basics
This event is held every Wednesday

from 11 a.m. to noon at Airman & Family
Readiness Center. Learn practical ways to
tell your money where to go rather than
wonder where it went. For more informa-
tion, call 434-2790.

AFAS...Air Force People
Helping Each Other 

Sudden emergency and no cash? It can
happen to anyone. Your Air Force Aid
Society has assisted Air Force people for 66
years and is there to help you. Call 434-2855
for more information.

Employment Workshop 
There is an employment workshop

every Wednesday at 1 p.m. Airman and
Family Readiness Center. Participants will
learn about local and base employment
opportunities. For more information, call
434-2790.

Base News

Protestant
Sunday: 9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School

10:45 a.m. — Traditional
Worship Service (Children’s Church)

All are invited to a fellowship luncheon fol-
lowing the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month

Catholic
Thursday
5 p.m. — Choir Practice

Sunday:
3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. — Confession
5:00 p.m. — Mass 

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at
the Airman & Family Readiness Center
unless otherwise specified. For more informa-
tion about any of the activities listed, call
434-2790 or email afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule
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John J. Kruzel
American Forces Press
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WASHINGTON — Defense
Department officials will allow the
news media to photograph the flag-
draped caskets of fallen U.S. troops
returning home if their families
agree, Defense Secretary Robert M.
Gates said Feb. 26.

The announcement authorizes
family members to choose whether
to allow media access to the home-
comings at Dover Air Force Base,
Del., reversing a long-standing pol-
icy barring the press. 

“I have decided that the deci-
sion regarding media coverage of
the dignified transfer process at
Dover should be made by those
most directly affected — on an
individual basis — by the families
of the fallen,” he said. 

“We ought not to presume to
make that decision in their place,”
said Secretary Gates, who began
reviewing the policy at the request
of President Barack Obama. 

The Defense Department’s
choice to shift course was informed
by sources that include the military
services and groups that represent
military families, the secretary said. 

But the issue created divisions
within the department, Secretary
Gates said, adding that he was
rebuffed when he broached the
topic last year, before reaching out
more broadly during the most
recent policy review. 

“I had asked about changing the
policy in Dover over a year ago

and, although when I got the
response that I did — which rec-
ommended no change — I accept-
ed that at the time,” he said. “I
must say I was never comfortable
with it.”

The secretary has appointed a
group to quickly develop a plan to
implement the policy, which
reverses the restriction put in place
by President George H.W. Bush in
1991. 

Under the blanket restriction,
the media has been barred from
photographing the flag-draped cas-
kets of about 3,850 U.S. service-
members killed in action since
2001. 

“I have tasked the working
group to examine ways in which
we might further assist the families
of those who have made the
supreme sacrifice for our country,”
Secretary Gates said. He added
that he expects the group to work
under “short deadlines.” 

Navy Adm. Mike Mullen,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, agreed that military families
deserve foremost consideration in
dealing with such issues. 

“We’ve seen so many families go
through so much, and in that, they
have been extraordinarily strong,”
Admiral Mullen said. “And meet-
ing their needs, their requests in
the most dignified, respectful,
focused way we can was very much
a driver for me in supporting this
change. 

“Because it is family-centric
here more than anything else, I’m
very, very supportive,” he added. 

WASHINGTON — The Air Force chief of staff
announced the pending retirement of the 15th chief mas-
ter sergeant of the Air Force Feb. 26 here. 

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley
will retire this summer after serving for 30 years.

Chief McKinley has served as the chief master sergeant
of the Air Force since June 30, 2006. 

“Chief McKinley is an incomparable leader and an
exemplary Airman,” Gen. Norton Schwartz said. “He has
devoted his entire adult life to our Air Force and to taking
care of Airmen and their families. Chief McKinley has
accomplished so much throughout his career, but as chief
master sergeant of the Air Force he has made monumental
contributions.”

“I will always be an Airman,” Chief McKinley said.
“This time as chief master sergeant of the Air Force has
been especially humbling for me. Everywhere I travel

around the globe, I see Airmen and their families sacrific-
ing, striving and fighting for our Air Force, our great nation
and its ideals.

“We’ve been involved in a momentous struggle against
agents of terrorism,” the chief said. “We have never faltered
in our duty and every day we stamp out the wanton
destruction terrorists would like to bring to our nation and
our allies. It’s been an honor and privilege for me to serve
alongside the Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Coast
Guardsmen who I am confident history will regard as some
of the greatest warriors of all time.” 

A formal retirement ceremony for Chief McKinley and
appointment for the 16th chief master sergeant of the Air
Force is planned for June 30. The Air Force chief of staff
selects the individual to fill the position of chief master
sergeant of the Air Force.

U.S. Air Force photo illustration

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley is
set to retire June 30 after serving three years as the ser-
vice's top enlisted Airman. He is the 15th chief master
sergeant of the Air Force and will have completed 30
years of service to the Air Force.

Air Force’s top enlisted Airman to retire

Defense officials to allow
photographs of caskets
with family’s permission

Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — White House officials
announced Feb. 26 that Secretary Michael B.
Donley will remain the secretary of the Air Force.

“I am very honored that the president and the
secretary of Defense have asked me to continue in
this capacity,” Secretary Donley said. “It remains a
privilege to serve the men and women of the world’s
finest Air Force.”

Several other military civilian leaders also will
remain at their assignments, creating continuity
and stability for servicemembers. 

“I am confident that these distinguished individ-
uals have the commitment and expertise to help

guide the Department of Defense at this critical
time for our nation,” President Obama said. “Under
the leadership of Secretary Gates, this group will
help us maintain a strong and effective military to
accomplish the fundamental goals of keeping
America safe, advancing our interests abroad, and
restoring American leadership in the world.” 

As the SECAF, Secretary Donley is responsible
for the affairs of the Air Force, including the orga-
nizing, training, equipping and providing for the
welfare of its more than 300,000 men and women
on active duty, 180,000 members of the Air
National Guard and the Air Force Reserve, 160,000
civilians, and their families. He also oversees the
Air Force’s annual budget of approximately $110
billion.

Secretary Donley to remain as SECAF

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Ruth Holcomb
Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley, shown here visiting troops at Manas Air Base, Kyrgyzstan,
in October 2008, will remain as secretary of the Air Force under the new administration.
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For Sale:  Solid Oak roll top desk,
$500. Bedroom dresser with mirror, 6
drawer chest, and 2 drawer night
stand, $150. Call 352-1378.
For sale: Motorcycle jacket, Dainese
Italian Leather motorcycle jacket.
Gladiator Model, paid $450 new, Size
52 Euro/42 US. Has removable shoul-
der, back pads, excellent condition,
$150. Call 501-773-4013.
For sale: Mirrors – 30X36" $30.00,
24X36" $25.00, 20X36" $20.00,
18X68"$20.00 or all for $80.00. Large
music stand $25.00. Small music
stand $3.00. Health rider exercise
bike $100.00. Dutch oven w/ lid
$25.00. 2 iron skillets 10.5" & 10.58"
$10.00 ea. Please call 328-3977.
For sale: Men’s Enlisted Mess Dress

– 42-44 regular coat, 34-35” waist
pants. All buttons, cummerbund,
bow tie, and suspenders included
along with some spares. The uniform
is only 3 years old and has only been
worn 10 times. All for only $225.
Please contact me at 570-1373 or
497-0646. 
For sale: Size 2 pink prom dress from
Southern wedding, worn once, $150
OBO. 27” floor model console TV
with swivel base & remote. Stands
33” tall, 32” wide, 19” deep, $75. Call
(662) 356-0280.
For sale: 2008 Sony STR-DE197
FM/AM 100W Amp w/ video inputs,
$30, 2005 Samsung Digital Home
Theater System (HT-DS610) w/ 5
disc changer, $50, Steel Warn Winch
Bumper fits ’95-’00 Chevy/GM
Truck/Tahoe, $75.  Men’s Mess Dress
33 pants, 40-42 Jacket, shirt, $75.
Call Chris 434-7269
For sale: 50 cal. black powder ky
rifle, $200 OBO. Used golf clubs-$3
each. Casio Keyboard MT-240--$25.
Flat screen pc monitor- $10. Call
328-4374 for more information. 
For sale: Southeastern Conference
(SEC) Basketball Tournament, 12-
15 March 2009, Tampa, FL.  Two
(2) books granting access to all
games, $300/EA, face value. Call
662-295-8768.

For sale: Motorycle, 06’ Ducati Paul
Smart Replica, 1.4k, Limited Edition,
Showroom Condition w/ lots of
extras, Full Termignoni Exhaust.
$10,750 obo. Call 501-773-4013.

For sale: Car, 00’ Honda Civic SI.
136K, great condition, 18” rims, low
profile tires, Carbon Hood, Full
Exhaust/Air Filter, $4500 obo. Call
501-773-4013.
For sale: Boat Motor, Briggs &
Stratton, 5hp, Outboard, Camo
Boat Engine. Paid $1200 new. Used
twice, excellent Condition. Comes
w/ Fuel tank and Stand. $750. Call
501-773-4013.

For sale: 16’ X 80’ 2005 Clayton
trailer, all kitchen apparel, vinyl
siding, shingle roof, like new con-
dition, $23,000, located in
Starkville. Call (228) 326-0219 or
(601) 916-0111. 
For Sale By Owner: 374 Chan Mar
Dr, Caledonia, Custom home, 4BR,

3BA, office, bonus room,  2466 SF
on 2.8 acres, wired shop –
$295,700.  See on Yahoo Real
Estate.  Call 662-889-3974.
For Sale By Owner: 374 Chan Mar
Dr, Caledonia, Custom home, 4BR,
3BA, office, bonus room, 2466 SF
on 2.8 acres, wired shop. Reduced.
$288,700. See on Yahoo Real
Estate. Call 662-889-3974.

BARGAIN LINE

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family members
and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by noon
Monday to be included in the following week's issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week's issue. Please do not re-
submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone numbers will
not appear in the ads.
Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may not
appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this form com-
pletely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one) Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement

Name

Home Telephone #                                                Duty Telephone # 
(in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes q No q
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News q Sports q Photos q Other
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.

Homes

Miscellaneous

Transportation

Columbus Pilgrimage 10k Run: The
Columbus Pilgrimage 10K Run will be
held April 4 at the Tennessee Williams
Welcome Center and Museum. The race
will wind through the Southside Historic
District, Mississippi State University for
Women and along the river walk.
Registration is from 6:30 a.m. until 7:45
a.m., the race begins at 8 a.m.
Registration fee is $17 if post marked
before March 28, or $20 on race day. For
more information please contact 327-
7688. 

MUW to Offer Music Therapy
Program: Mississippi University for
Women is hosting a Music Therapy Play
Day on March 7, from 9 a.m. to noon.
The event is sponsored by Mu Theta Chi,
the music therapy club at MUW. The
event is free and open to school-aged chil-
dren with special needs and their parents.
Participants will be involved in music

making activities such as singing, instru-
ment playing, instrument making and
music and movement. The event is limit-
ed to 25 participants.  At least one par-
ent/guardian/caregiver must accompany
each participant. For more information
contact Carmen Osburn, director of music
therapy, at (662) 241-7897 or email cos-
burn@as.muw.edu .

St. Patrick’s Day 5k/One Mile Fun
Run: The 2009 St. Patrick’s Day Fun Run
will be held at 9 a.m. March 14. The race
will start at the Lake Lowndes State Park.
The entry fee is $15 before race-day and
$20 on the day of the race. For more
information please call 328-2110. 

Grilling on the River ’09: Grilling on
the River '09 will be held March 20-21,
2009, along the Columbus River walk at
Rubens Fish and Steak House, 171
Moores Creek Road. The event will ben-

efit the Columbus-Lowndes Humane
Society.  Gates open on Friday, March
20th, 2009 at 4:00pm-11:00pm, and on
Saturday, March 21st, 2009 from
10:00am-6:00pm.  To enter as a team,
judge, or for more information, please
contact Harvey Myrick, event coordina-
tor, at (662) 328-6850 or email at
grilling@bellsouth.net.

Library Book Sale: On Thursday and
March 14 The Friends of the Columbus-
Lowndes Public Library need about 20
volunteers to help on Thursday and
Friday with their library book sale. On
Thursday evening from 5:30 p.m. to 8
p.m., help is needed to load boxes/cartons
of books from the library storage area, at
the back of the library, into a truck for
transport to Leigh Mall. Dollies and hand
trucks will be available. Then, opening
the boxes and placing the books on the
appropriate tables. The books have been

sorted and placed in boxes marked with
the correct categories. Plus, there will be
volunteers to direct the distribution of the
books. On Saturday afternoon from 2:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m., help is needed to
remove unsold books from the tables and
packing the books in boxes. You must be
at least 15 years of age and be able to be
able to lift boxes filled with books and
carry them a short distance to be loaded
on the truck. Of course, the work would
not be appropriate for anyone with a lim-
iting medical condition or physical condi-
tion. Some women help with this task,
but that certainly depends on the individ-
ual and her physical abilities.

For more information about local area
events, e-mail AFRC@columbus.af.mil
or call the Airman and Family
Readiness Center at 434-2790.

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@colum bus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads
already submitted. Silver Wings
reserves the right to limit ads
based on content, space and fre-
quency of requests.
Advertisements for private busi-
nesses or services providing a
continuous source of income may
not appear in the Bargain Line.
They may, however, be pur-
chased through the             the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.
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Visit www. columbus.af.mil to learn about Columbus AFB agencies and other important information.

Airman Elena Stofle
14th Flying Training Wing Judge Advocate

After a permanent change of station, the extra duty title of
“landlord” has befallen many military members because of the
downturn in the economy. Moreover, the current economy is
causing the future of the housing market to look rather bleak. 

Leasing a home can be a very stressful process, especially if you
are a long distance landlord.  If you are in this predicament, the
legal office is here to help you.  

Although the legal office cannot provide legal assistance for
issues involving personal commercial enterprises, an exception is
made when you are unable to sell your home and decide to rent
it out.   

According to a recent report put out by Realty Trac, foreclo-
sure filings were up 81% percent in 2008 as compared to 2007
and up more than 225 percent since 2006, which means that the
falling home prices, in addition to the flood of bank-owned
homes to the market, will continue to make selling a home diffi-
cult.  

If you are leasing a home, please consider hiring an accoun-
tant, property manager or real estate expert to assist you.  There
are many tax implications and other pitfalls to owning a rental
home, but these are also possible tax benefits.  These experts pro-
vide an array of services and, most importantly, peace of mind.  If
you decide to not hire a professional, please be sure to keep excel-
lent records – accurate and detailed recordkeeping may keep you
out of legal and tax trouble.

The legal office is ready to assist in reviewing your lease as
well as to provide any other practical pointers to make the job of
being a landlord a bit easier.  

In addition, the Automated Housing Referral Network, spon-
sored by the Department of Defense, is a great resource that
allows you to find these professionals, post your home on the site
for rent or sale and locate homes to buy or rent.  The AHRN spe-
cializes in helping service members.  Visit http://www.ahrn.com/
for more information.

Also, given the many financial issues that are plaguing so
many homeowners, there are a few common sense lessons to
know if you are considering buying a home.

If you are in the market to buy a home, keep in mind that you
might not be able to sell it upon your PCS. You will then be
forced to make two house payments until you can locate a renter.
Also, at the time you purchase the home look to the future and
determine if you will be able to charge a reasonable rent to cover
your mortgage payments.  

It is also smart to buy on the basis of one income.  In the cur-
rent economy, the ability of your spouse to find a job at your next
base may be a struggle which could hurt your ability to make your
mortgage payment if you cannot rent the home. 

On the positive side, the glut of houses on the market has
made it a favorable market for would-be renters.  Military attor-
neys may review lease agreements to protect service members’
interest so if you are considering renting a home, the legal office
is here for you as well.

Military members and their dependents can bring a copy of
their lease to the legal office and have it checked for legal suffi-
ciency.  Service members will not normally be penalized should
they receive PCS orders or go on a deployment or TDY lasting 90
days or more and need to end the contract, but service members
should always ensure that there is a clause for these situations in
their lease agreement. 

To make an appointment to discuss these matters or any other
legal issues please contact the Columbus Air Force Base Legal
office at (662) 434-7030.

Long distance
land lording

Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

The BLAZE Team lost one of its own February 26
when a military working dog assigned to the 14th
Security Forces Squadron here passed away. 

Rex, a 14th SFS narcotics detection and patrol
military working dog, died from an unknown illness
the evening of February 26.  He served at Columbus
Air Force Base since 2001.  

“Rex dedicated his entire life to service of the
United States, and he served honorably,” said Tech.
Sgt. Jacob Hogan, 14th SFS kennel master. “He was
a valued member of our Air Force family and he will
be missed.”

Born in 1999, Rex joined the Air Force in 2001
and entered training at Lackland AFB, Texas. With
the exception of a few brief stints with U.S. Customs
monitoring U.S. borders, Rex spent his entire career
assigned to Columbus AFB. 

Rex served with nine handlers; his partner for the
last year was Senior Airman Dustin Weeks, 14th
SFS. 

During his time as a MWD, Rex helped locate
and seize numerous caches of narcotics. Some of his
largest seizures include 84 pounds of cocaine, valued
at $3.1 million; 4,981 pounds of marijuana; 290
pounds of marijuana and a multitude of others. 

14th SFS mourn 
loss of Airman

U.S. Air Force photo/Elizabeth Owens
Senior Airman Dustin Weeks, 14th Security Forces
Squadron, posses with his partner Rex, a 14th SFS
narcotics detection and patrol military working
dog. Rex died from an unknown illness the
evening of February 26.  He served at Columbus
Air Force Base since 2001.

Trudy Glusenkamp
14th Medical Group Health

and Wellness Center

National Nutrition Month® is
an annual nutrition education
and information campaign held in
March.

The campaign focuses atten-
tion on the importance of making
informed food choices and devel-
oping sound eating and physical
activity habits.  This year’s theme
is “eat right.”  Eating right and
staying fit are important no mat-
ter what your age.  

Help yourself to feel your best
by making healthy food choices
and being physically active every
day.  Eating right doesn’t have to
be complicated.  Start with these
recommendations from the
American Dietetic Association.  

• Make Your Calories Count.
Think nutrient-rich rather than
“good” or “bad” foods.  The
majority of your food choices
should be packed with vitamins,
minerals, fiber and other nutrients
– and lower in calories.  Making
smart food choices can help you
stay healthy and manage your
weight.

• Focus on Variety. Eat a vari-
ety of foods from all the food
groups to get the nutrients your
body needs. Fruits and vegetables
can be fresh, frozen or canned.
Include more dark green vegeta-
bles such as leafy greens and broc-
coli, or orange vegetables like car-
rots and sweet potatoes. Vary your
protein choices with more fish,
beans and peas. And eat at least
three ounces of whole grain cere-
als, breads, crackers, rice or pasta
every day.

• Know Your Fats. Look for
foods low in saturated fats, trans
fats and cholesterol to help reduce
the risk of heart disease. Most of
the fats you eat should be
monounsaturated and polyunsatu-
rated fats. Check the Nutrition

Facts panel on food labels for total
fat and saturated fat.

• Physical Activity for
Fitness and Health. Balancing
physical activity and a healthy
diet is your best recipe for manag-
ing weight and promoting overall
health and fitness. Set a goal to be
physically active at least 30 min-
utes every day. You can break up
your physical activity into 10
minute sessions throughout the
day. If you are currently inactive,
start with a few minutes of activi-
ty such as walking. Then gradual-
ly increase the minutes as you
become stronger.  

For more information contact
Trudy Glusenkamp, the Health
and Wellness Center dietitian at
434-2235.

March is National Nutrition Month
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Weekly Lenten ScheduleWeekly Lenten Schedule
First UnitedFirst United 

Methodist ChurchMethodist Church 602 MAIN STREET602 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPICOLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI

662.328.5252662.328.5252
WWW.COLUMBUSFUMC.ORGWWW.COLUMBUSFUMC.ORG

Communion Services
Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Chapel

Lenten Luncheon
Friday, March 6 • Noon in the Artz Fellowship Hall

Sam Morris
Sam Morris is the lead pastor at First United Methodist Church in Columbus, MS. He also serves as instructor for 

the Mississippi Course of Study for Local Pastors and adjunct faculty member with the Jerusalem Institute for Biblical 
Studies teaching clergy and lay persons in the Holy Land and in the journeys of Paul through Greece and Turkey.

He has led over 800 retreats, revivals, youth encounters, lay rallies and other events throughout the Southeast. Much 
of Dr. Morris teaching today centers on the life of Jesus in the setting of the first century helping modern people to 
experience the Bible as if reading it for the first time.

© Commercial Dispatch

STAY IN THE ACTION
The Air Force Reserve 

is offering part-time 
opportunities for Combat Airmen
with excellent benefits, including
choice of home base, education 
assistance, secure employment
and competitive pay.

Choose your home base and 
you will not be transferred.
Receive low cost TRICARE health 
insurance. Maintain retirement 
benefits. In most cases you can 
retain your rank and do not need 
to repeat basic training. Specific 
jobs come with signing bonuses.

Continue to build close 
friendships, serve your country 
and participate in experiences 
unique to the military.

Accomplish extraordinary things 
while you achieve your 
personal goals.

EVERYDAY PEOPLE MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

Fresh BoiledFresh Boiled

©
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CAL - KOLA 
EXPRESS
Highway 45 North. 
at Caledonia Turnoff

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY

Call Your 
Order Ahead
434-0333

Closet
Semi-Annual Children’sSemi-Annual Children’s 

Consignment Sale & Marketplace
Golden Triangle’sGolden Triangle’s ORIGINALORIGINAL and and LARGESTLARGEST children’s consignment event children’s consignment event

1731 Highway 45 North • Columbus, MS1731 Highway 45 North • Columbus, MS
(at the old Ace Hardware Building in the Windchase Shopping Center )( at the old Ace Hardware Building in the Windchase Shopping Center )

next to Ashley Furniture • behind the old Blockbuster buildingnext to Ashley Furniture • behind the old Blockbuster building
www.cooperscloset.com • kidsconsignmentwww.cooperscloset.com • kidsconsignment@@hotmail.comhotmail.com

Thursday, March 12
10am-7pm

Friday, March 13
10am-7pm

Saturday, March 14
9am-2pm

Consignorskeep
70%

Half
Price
Sale

CoCo cece

©
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First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord

811 North McCrary Road
Columbus, MS 39702-4304

(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com

4186 Hwy. 373 • Columbus, MS 39705
(662) 434-8932  Outside Columbus Air Force Base

Military Uniforms
Dress Making • Crochet Items

Wedding Items
Mon.-Fri.

9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday! NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

Brig. Gen. Scott M. Hanson, deputy
director, legislative liaison, Office of the
Secretary of the Air Force, Headquarters
U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C., will be
the guest speaker for Class 09-06’s gradua-
tion Friday. 

The directorate is the liaison between the
Air Force and Congress on issues such as leg-
islative and constituent inquiries, programs
and weapons systems. 

General Hanson earned his commission
in 1984 as a distinguished graduate of Officer
Training School. He has commanded at the detachment,
squadron and wing levels, and held a variety of staff
assignments to include Headquarters Air Mobility
Command, U.S. Transportation Command and the Air
Staff. The general was Deputy Director of U.S. Central
Command's Deployment and Distribution Operations
Center supporting operations Iraqi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current assignment, the
general was the Deputy Director of Operations and
Plans, U.S. Transportation Command, Scott Air Force
Base, Ill. 

The general is a command pilot with more than 3,500
flying hours in T-38A, KC-135R, KC-10A, C-20B, C-
20C and C-37A aircraft. 

EDUCATION 
1980 Bachelor of Arts degree in business manage-

ment, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa 
1987 Squadron Officer School, by correspondence 
1994 Master's degree in aeronautical science, Embry-

Riddle Aeronautical University, Fla. 
1997 Distinguished graduate, Air Command and Staff

College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2002 Master's degree in strategic studies, Air War

College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1. February 1984 - January 1985, student, undergradu-

ate pilot training, Columbus AFB, Miss. 
2. January 1985 - July 1985, student, T-38 pilot

instructor training, Randolph AFB, Texas 
3. July 1985 - July 1988, T-38 instructor

pilot, T-37 and T-38 functional check pilot,
and evaluator pilot, 14th Flying Training
Wing, Columbus AFB, Miss. 

4. August 1988 - February 1989, student,
KC-135 pilot qualification, Castle AFB,
Calif. 

5. February 1989 - January 1992, KC-135
aircraft commander and flight commander,
905th Air Refueling Squadron, later, T-38
accelerated co-pilot and Commander,

Enrichment Detachment, 319th Bomb Wing, Grand
Forks AFB, N.D. 

6. January 1992 - January 1994, KC-10 aircraft com-
mander, instructor and evaluator pilot, and Chief of
Standardization and Evaluation, 458th Operations
Group, Barksdale AFB, La. 

7. January 1994 - August 1996, operational program-
ming officer, later, assistant executive officer to the
Commander, Air Mobility Command, Scott AFB, Ill. 

8. August 1996 - June 1997, student, Air Command
and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 

9. June 1997 - February 1999, Chief, Mobility Issues,
Air Force Office of Legislative Liaison, later,
Congressional liaison officer in the U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

10. February 1999 - July 2001, Commander, 99th
Airlift Squadron, Andrews AFB, Md. 

11. July 2001 - June 2002, student, Air War College,
Maxwell AFB, Ala. 

12. June 2002 - July 2004, U.S. Transportation
Command liaison to U.S. Southern Command, Miami,
Fla. 

13. July 2004 - July 2005, Vice Commander, 60th Air
Mobility Wing, Travis AFB, Calif. 

14. July 2005 - May 2007, Commander, 92nd Air
Refueling Wing, Fairchild AFB, Wash. (January 2006 -
May 2006, Deputy Director, U.S. Central Command's
Deployment and Distribution Operations Center,
Southwest Asia) 

15. May 2007 - June 2008, Deputy Director of

Operations and Plans, U.S. Transportation Command,
Scott AFB, Ill. 

16. June 2008 - present, Deputy Director, Legislative
Liaison, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C. 

FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating: Command pilot 
Flight hours: More than 3,500 hours 
Aircraft flown: T-37B, T-38A, KC-135R, KC-10A, C-

20B, C-20C and C-37A 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Defense Superior Service Medal with oak leaf cluster 
Legion of Merit 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters 
Aerial Achievement Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf

clusters 
Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with bronze star 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal 
Humanitarian Service Medal 
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold

Border 
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Government of Kuwait) 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Second Lieutenant Feb. 3, 1984 
First Lieutenant Feb. 3, 1986 
Captain Feb. 3, 1988 
Major Feb. 1, 1996 
Lieutenant Colonel July 1, 1999 
Colonel Aug. 1, 2003 
Brigadier General Frocked 

(Current as of October 2008)

Brig. Gen. Hanson to speak at Class 09-06 graduation

Airman Elena Stofle
14th Flying Training Wing Judge

Advocate

The Columbus Air Force Base Tax Center
continues to be open and available to active
duty military members, dependents, and
retirees. They are eligible for free tax prepara-
tion and electronic filing.  Additionally, civil-
ian employees are eligible to receive services
on a space-available basis.  

Each year, Internal Revenue Service-certi-
fied volunteers help hundreds of beneficiaries
prepare their state and federal income tax
returns with free electronic filing.  In addi-
tion, clients of the Tax Center usually receive
their tax refund in as little as 10 days. Last
year, the Tax Center saved clients at total of
almost $118,000 in tax preparation fees.  

Taxpayers must bring these verification
items to the Tax Center to file their returns:

• Proof of identification.
• Social Security Cards for you, your

spouse and dependents, and/or a Social
Security Number verification letter issued by
the Social Security Administration.

• Birth Dates for you, your spouse, and
dependents on the tax return

• Current year’s tax package if you
received one.

• Wage and earning statement(s) Form
W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, from all employers.

• Interest and dividend statements from
banks (Forms 1099).

• A copy of last year’s Federal and State
returns if available.

• Bank Routing Numbers and Account
Numbers for Direct Deposit (blank checks

will have this information also).
• Total paid for day care provider and the

day care provider's tax identifying number
(the provider's Social Security Number and
address or the provider's business Employer
Identification Number).

• To file taxes electronically on a married
filing joint tax return, both spouses must sign
the required forms.

For further information about how you
can take advantage of this opportunity, please
call 434-7613. Tax Center office hours will be
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
and is located in Bldg 530 with the Postal
Service Center.  Appointments are strongly
recommended. 

Tax Center will be open
till the end of tax season

1SILVER WINGS 
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The Airman’s Creed

I am an American Airman. 
I am a warrior. 

I have answered my nation’s call. 

My mission is to fly, fight, and win. 
I am faithful to a proud heritage, 

Guardian of freedom and justice, 

I am an American Airman: 
Wingman, leader, warrior. 

I will never leave an Airman behind, 

I am faithful to a proud her-

Remember:Remember:
No cell phones
while driving on
Columbus AFB. 
It can save lives.

Don’t Drink and Drive!

(800) 446-9227 •  www.msf-usa.org

Here’s a 
sobering thought.

Even a little alcohol can affect your
judgment, balance and coordination.
Play it safe. Don’t start drinking until
you’ve finished riding.
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public

Affairs
555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Roger Watkins

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Airman 1st Class Josh Harbin
Editor

Mrs. Tina Perry
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for
next week’s SILVER WINGS is noon
Monday. Articles may be dropped off
at the public affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing
Company, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the 14th Flying Training Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military
services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air
Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department
of the Air Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the prod-
ucts or services advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of
Columbus AFB, Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or
rewrite all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are
U.S. Air Force photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss.,
Commercial Dispatch advertising department one week
prior to desired publication date. The advertising depart-
ment can be reached at (662) 328-2427.

Wednesday Intramural
Basketball Scores

37/41 FTS   52 L       14 CES      65 W
48 FTS        75 W     14  CS       46 L
50 FTS        54 L       DYN          70 W

16 21/22

9 10 11 14/15

Mar. 26 - ALS Graduation
Mar. 27 - Enlisted Promotions

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun

Long Term Events

1312

20MMaarrcchh
Monte Carlo
Night (21st)

Spring Break
(3/16-3/20) 

Night Flying
(3/16-3/20) 

Annual Awaards
Banquet 
6 p.m. @ Club

OSC Social Class 09-06
Graduation
(Brig. Gen.
Hanson)

Class 09-EB IFF
Graduation

Experienced
Rider Course
@ SAC (14th)

Wing CC Calls,
9 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
& 2 p.m.

Airman
Leadership
School Reveille,
Smith Plaza,  
6:30 a.m.

Class 09-14
Track Select 
5 p.m. @ Club

Class 09-07
Assignment
Night

Dorm Dinner 

18 1917

Thursday Golf Scrambles:Thursday Golf Scrambles:
Starting March 19, Nine-hole scram-
ble play will begin at 4:30 p.m. Sign
up at the pro shop by 4 p.m. Cost: $5
plus greens fees. Team format —
teams selected by pro shop staff.

Traveling softball andTraveling softball and
Baseball: Baseball: Registration dates for
traveling softball and baseball runs
until March 13, for ages 8-15 only.
Games will be played against teams
from the surrounding area and will be
held at off base locations. Pre-season
practices start April 6 and go until
April 17, games start on the 18.
Sports physicals are due no later than
April 6. For more information please
contact Brittany Rogers, youth sports
director, at 434-2504. 

Beginners golf clinic:Beginners golf clinic: There
will be a beginner’s golf clinic April
25 from 9 to 11 a.m. Only $5 per per-
son, come learn the fundamentals. If
you have clubs bring them, if not, we
will provide what you need. For more
information, call 434-7932.

Youth spring soccer:Youth spring soccer: Season
opening is March 23 at the youth
soccer field.

British soccer camp:British soccer camp:
Registration is going on now for ages
3 to 18. Register online at www.chal-
lengersports.com.  Camp dates are
June 1 to 5.  Costs vary according to
age and sessions. For more informa-
tion, call the youth center at 434-
2504.

Sports ShortsSports Shorts

Mar. 28 - Women’s Health Care Fair @ Base Clinic
Apr. 3 - Class 09-07 Graduation

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
Billy Songer, an instructor with Lear Siegler Services, Inc., explains the T-6 Texan II simulator to his son, Cadet Brad
Songer, a freshman in the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Mississippi State University, during a
MSU AF ROTC tour of Columbus Air Force Base Feb. 27.

MSU AF ROTC tours base

14th Flying
Training

Wing deployed
As of press

time, 60
B L A Z E
T E A M
members are
d e - p l o y e d
w o r l d w i d e .
Remember to support the
Airmen and their families
while they are away.

Capt. Christine R. Littlejohn, 14th
Operations Support Squadron, won the Air
Education and Training Command level
Col. Derrel L. Demspey Officer of the Year
Award.  Captain Littlejohn led Columbus
airfield and air traffic control support for
60,000 yearly sorties and 85,000 hours at
the Air Force’s number one sortie producer.
In addition, she deployed to Kirkuk as a
flight commander for six months.

Terminal Instrument Procedures
Specialist of the Year:  William Mathis,
14th OSS, was named the AETC Terminal
Instrument Procedures Specialist of the
Year. Mr. Mathis meticulously maintained
over 43 flight procedures, nine charts and
an obstacle datable with over 51,000
points. His efforts have allowed civilian and
military operations to remain 100 percent
safe.

Columbus Air Force Base
AETC Level award winners

Be Responsible: Don’t  Drink and Drive

Registrar, bookstore
have relocated

The Registrar and Bookstore are no longer in the OSS
building.

The offices are now located in the 14th Operations
Group building, Suite 107. Through the glass double doors
where the old coffee shop and barber shop were located.

Senior Airman Allison Boehm
2nd Bomb Wing

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE, La.
— The 2009 ESPN Bassmaster Classic
allowed several Barksdale Air Force Base
Airmen to reel-in a piece of the action Feb.
20 through 22 here. 

Several bass enthusiasts and the Barksdale
Hawgherders Bass Club participated in the
classic, which brought 137,700 people to the
Shreveport, La., area for what is referred to
as the Super Bowl of fishing. 

Twenty Airmen arrived to the Bossier
City, La., CenturyTel Center Feb. 20 to rep-
resent the armed forces during the opening of
the weigh-in. To their surprise, they were
included in the televised ceremony and
asked to march onstage as the Barksdale AFB
honor guard presented the colors. 

“Having the audience roar as we march
into CenturyTel Center was awesome,” said
Capt. Jason Simmons, assigned to the 608th
Air Force Network Operations Center. “I
really felt proud to be leading in Airmen
from Barksdale. Afterward, we stuck around
and watched weigh-ins and even my wife,
Maj. Melissa Simmons, started getting excit-
ed as each angler put his bounty of five fish
onto the scales.” 

As the servicemembers marched onto the
arena floor, the entire stadium, filled with
nearly 8,000 people, jumped to their feet for
a standing ovation. The honor guard then

followed and Senior Airman Chonte Walker,
of the 2nd Civil Engineer Squadron, sang the
national anthem. 

Members from ESPN along with a group
of their distinguished visitors had also
expressed interest in visiting Barksdale AFB
and the Airmen while in town. They spent
Feb. 21 at the Red Chute Shotgun Sports
Club on base, coordinated by Paul
Williamson, the 2nd Force Support
Squadron outdoor recreation manager, and
had the opportunity to both shoot and talk
with Airmen from various squadrons on base. 

“Many Americans forget that Airmen,
too, carry arms in combat, as many are doing
today,” said Captain Simmons, who came out
to the range to meet the group. “A group of
avid Airmen shooters, focused on shotgun
shooting, joined the ESPN crews and gave
them tips as we showed some first time shoot-
ers the tricks of the trade. It was fun teaching
them as well as shooting down some clays
myself.” 

After a few hours at the range, ESPN offi-
cials came to Barksdale AFB to see a static of
a B-52 Stratofortress. Capt. Jerry Reynolds, a
B-52 instructor aircraft commander from the
93rd Bomb Squadron, and a couple crew
chiefs went over the capabilities of the air-
craft and answered questions. 

The Hawgherders also participated in all
three days of the tournament. 

Master Sgt. Brian Nelson, the 20th
Aircraft Maintenance Unit assistant
weapons flight chief and Hawgherders presi-

dent, contacted the Shreveport Regional
Sports Authority as soon as he found out the
classic would be held in the local area and
requested the opportunity to do some volun-
teer work. 

“For the 2009 classic, seven of our mem-
bers volunteered to be camera or media boat
operators,” Sergeant Nelson said. “All seven
were selected.” 

While volunteering for the tournament,
the Hawgherders were positioned in various
locations with some being able to go out on a
boat with a professional angler to serve as an
official observer. Several of the volunteers
also provided their own boats to be on the
Red River, where the tournament was held. 

“Camera boat drivers supplied their own
boat and were paired with a cameraman from
JM Production Company hired by ESPN,”
Sergeant Nelson said. “Camera boat drivers
and cameramen worked together all week
and followed different anglers throughout
the weekend. Camera boat operators fol-
lowed the anglers down to their favorite fish-
ing areas as far away as 60 miles south on the
Red River, a very cold run with morning
temperatures below freezing.”

The members who volunteered as camera
boat operators were also able to shadow the
professional fisherman. 

The Airmen were given very prestigious
and much desired positions being able to fol-
low the professional fisherman. 

“I followed Kota Kiriyama, Aaron
Martens and Dave Wolak and of course saw

dozens of others on the water,” Sergeant
Nelson said. “On day two, Steve Reneau
covered Kim Bain-Moore, the first woman to
ever fish the Classic. Skeet Reese, Mike
Iaconelli, Edwin Evers, Brian Snowden,
Kelly Jordan, Jamie Fralick and many others
were all filmed from our boats.” 

Master Sgt. Gregory Korkose, the 2nd
Bomb Wing Safety superintendent of
weapons safety and the Hawgherders secre-
tary, was a camera boat operator for the tour-
nament, and was also able to follow a profes-
sional fisherman each day 

Although the volunteering Hawgherders
arrived around 5:15 a.m. each morning and
left around 5 p.m., they were able to take
something away from the experience. 

“The overall best part was being able to
meet all the professionals and learning from
them,” Sergeant Korkoske said. ‘My favorite
part of the event was during the launch. All
the pros were tied up to the docks and I had
access to talk to my favorites as they geared
up prior to take off. I was able to get auto-
graphs from all of my favorite professionals.”

Sergeant Nelson echoed his sentiments,
calling it an experience of a lifetime. 

“As a fan of bass fishing, this was an
incredible experience,” he said. “It is incom-
prehensible how much goes into producing
an event of this magnitude. It is truly the
Super Bowl of bass fishing.”

Mr. Reese won the classic with his catch
over three days totally 54 pounds and 13
ounces.

Airmen assist with 2009 ESPN Bassmaster Classic

AETC IG team to
visit 14th MSG/MDG

The Air Education and Training Command Inspector
General team will be sending three personnel here March 16-
20 for a limited-notice compliance inspection of the 14th
Mission Support Group and 14th Medical Group. The base
point-of-contact for the visit is Lt. Col. Michael Dilda, 14th
MSG deputy commander. 
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“It’s traditional to get commanders and their chiefs together,
through out all the military services, so they can discuss poli-
cies and issues,” said Gen. Stephen Lorenz, AETC commander.
The general also said these conferences are
important because it gives leaders a
chance to present their vision to their
subordinates and to receive feedback
from them in turn.

Throughout the week, the com-
manders participated in group discus-
sions, briefings and social gatherings.
Briefings ranged from evolving personnel
issues, future plans for the Air Force
and a network security presenta-
tion by Gen. Kevin Chilton,
commander, United States
Strategic Command, Offutt
AFB, Neb.  

Col. Roger Watkins, 14th
Flying Training Wing comman-
der, presented a briefing on
Columbus’ School Liaison program
to the group.  Columbus is one of the
few Air Force bases that has a full time
liaison between Airman and their families and
the local school systems.

In addition, the leaders got the chance to hear the perspec-
tives of the commands top officer and enlisted members –
General Lorenz, and AETC Command Chief Master Sgt.

Robert Tappana.
As part of the leadership study, the group spent the day at

the Shiloh Battlefield in Tennessee.  Gen Lorenz believes while
technology may change the tools of our trade, the human ele-
ment of leadership remains the same through time. 

Relationships between leaders are as important aspect of
leadership today as they where during the Civil War, attendees

on the trip said. Leaders will be doomed to
repeat the past if they do not learn from
it. This is one of the objectives of this
leadership conference.

“Communication is key to efficient
leadership”, remarked Chief Master Sgt.

Rich Brackett, 14th Flying Training Wing
command chief master sergeant after the

Shiloh staff trip. “The inability of
leaders at Shiloh to effectively com-
municate down the lines of the bat-
tlefield created chaos. A lesson true
for today.”

While here, General Lorenz re-
enlisted Staff Sgt. Joshua Jones,

the truly “local” Air Force
recruiter.  Sergeant Jones is a 2001
graduate of New Hope High school

in Lowndes County.  General Lorenz
also visited the local Mississippi State

University Reserve Officer Training Corps
detachment and taught the afternoon ROTC

class. 
“Our cadets are very excited about General Lorenz’ visit,”

remarked Lt. Col. Terry Dickensheet, Professor of Aerospace
Studies at Mississippi State, and ROTC Detachment 425 com-
mander. “To have an active duty four-star general visit and
teach at our detachment is truly an honor.”

(Editors note: Look for an article relaying an interview with
General Lorenz in next week’s issue of Silverwings).

AETC
(Continued from Page 1)

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
A U.S. park ranger gives a tour to over 100 senior leaders during their visit to the historical Shiloh
Battlefield March 4. They were on the tour as part of the AETC Commander’s and Command
Chief’s Conference. 

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
Gen. Stephen Lorenz, Air Education and Training Command commander, presents
Col. Roger Watkins, 14th FTW commander, with a special recognition award for the
14th Civil Engineer Squadron March 3 at the Columbus Club. 

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
BLAZE Team members help unload luggage from a C-17 after its arrival at CAFB March 2. The
Globemaster was at Columbus to drop off attendees of the AETC Commander’s and
Command Chief’s Conference. 

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
Command Chief Master Sgt. Richard Brackett, 14th Flying Training Wing,
walks with Command Chief Master Sgt. Brye McMillon, Air University
command chief master sergeant, as he disembarks from a C-17
Globemaster upon his arrival to Columbus Air Force Base March 2. 

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
Gen. Stephen Lorenz, AETC commander, briefs over 100 senior leaders during the AETC
Commander’s and Command Chief’s Conference March 3. 

U.S. Air Force photos by/Melissa Duncan
An Air Force chef prepares lunch for over 100 senior leaders during their
tour to the Shiloh Battlefield March 4.

        


